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40 MINUTES EARLIER...

ALLRIGHT, YOUVE PROVEN
YOLIRSELVES, SO IT'S
TIME TO LEVEL WITH YOU.

)

...OR"1,700_.9EARS, 3:MONTHS, 2 DAYS; 11 HDURS 23 MINUTES LRTER...
s DEPEnDlnG oNTHoOW. YoUlcouNnT:

I WORK FOR A GROLIP *!‘
DEDICATED TO STUDYING

THE REALM OF THE

OcclULT AND ARCANE.

WE STRIVE TO
LINCOVER THAT
WORLD’S SECRETS...

Q

e m - SE 5 BLIFFER
N o - | BETWEEN THIS WORLD AND
| L .- - - _. OWN'”
ASHLEY MCKNIGHT, v N

AEON UNIVERSITY

AND OCCASIONALLY ..,
o JUST OCCASIONALLY ...

+«TAP INTO THE POWER
OF THAT REALM FOR
OLIR OWN NEEDS.




WE'RE THE
MIDNIGHT
SQUAD...

+0.,THE GATEKEEPERS OF
ALL THAT ARACANE LORE-

AND ALL THE
POWER WITHIN,

. AND AT THIS TIME WE'RE READY TO
SHARE SOME OF THAT KNOWLEDGE WITH
THE RIGHT PEOPLE...

«.IF THEY’LL PUT IT TO USE.

THE

MmibDNIGHT HOUR

HAS ARRIVED.

I MUST WARN YOU, THOLIGH:

YOU WILL FACE MYSTERIES

TOO ALIEN FOR THE HUMAN
MIND TO FATHOM....
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TOO ALIEN
TO FATHOM?

WHAT’S HE TALKING
ABOLT?
THE CORNED BEEF

WASN'T TOO BAD
TODAY.

THAT WAS
SPAGHETTI,

THEN WHAT WERE
THE GREY LUMPS?

SISTER, WE EAT AT THE
ARACHNOS MESS HALL.,

IT DOESN'T GET
ANY WORSE
THAN THAT,

IS THIS POSSIBLY PART OF SOME
SCHEME TO PREPARE LIS FOR THE
STUFF "TOO ALIEN FOR THE HUMAN
MIND" THAT SHE MENTIONED?

NAH, IT'S JUST BEEN THIS
WAY SINCE HAVEN HOLISE GOT
THE CATERING CONTRACT .




I KNOW HISTORY’S NOT
YOUR THING, 8UT YOU'LL
BE DEALING WITH OUR
RESEARCHERS.

THEY'RE ACADEMICS...
HISTORY BUFFS... THEY GET A
LITTLE FREAKY AROUT IT.
HUMOR THEM.

THE MIDNIGHT SQUAD ORIGINATED IN . : THAT KIND OF HOBBY DIDNT
THE 1920°S AS A LOOSE GATHERING OF EXACTLY ENDEAR YOU WITH THE
PARANORMAL RESEARCHERS,

o PLIBLIC OR HELP YOU EARN TENURE
ARCHIVISTS, AND SCIENTISTS :

N

THEIR COMMON INTEREST: LUINCOVERING THE TRUTH BEHIND
THE MYSTERIES OF MAGIC, DEMONS, THE SPIRIT WORLD...

| .50 THEY MET LINDER
l ' . THINGS MOST PEOPLE PRETEND DON'T EXIST.

THE COVER OF NIGHT
THEY RESEARCHED 1 é AND OBSERVED... AS ACADEMICS DO...
—
) >
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AND CAT ALOGLED BUT THEY DIONT DO MUCH.




THE SORCERER "DREAM
THAT DOCTOR" HAD JUST EXPOSED
CHANGED THE MURDEROUS OccLLT
IN1933. PRACTICES OF A "GENTLEMAN'S
CLUB" CALLED THE "CIRCLE OF
THORNS"

HE NEEDED
HELP...
e PEOPLE
WHO KNEW
MAGIC...

++ .PEOPLE WHO WERE
WILLING TO USE IT

&

—

$ THE MIDNIGHT SQUAD WAS BORN




WE DROVE THE CIRCLE OF
THORNS LINDERGROLIND IN
THE 30°’S.

WE TRAPPED RLILARLIU THE
RAVAGER IN THE SHADOW
SHARD IN THE 60°S




AND ON MAY 23RD, 2002 WE LINLEASHED
OLIR FULL ARCANE MIGHT AGAINST THE
RIKTI INVADERS.

=

THE RIKTI WERE LINFAMILIAR WITH MAGIC.
THAT MADE THEIR VERY ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY VERY VULNERABLE.

n Bomb Destroys
ight Squad Base

UNFORTUNATLY , THEY WERE SMART ENOUGH
TO RECOGNIZE THEIR WEAKNESS AND T AKE
STEPS TO NEUTRALIZE IT

MOST OF THE MIDNIGHTERS ARE NOW DEAD OR
MISSING IN ACTION. THOSE THATSURVIVE ARE
PRIMARILY RESEARCHERS...

'rr

MORE SCHOLAR THAN ADVENTLIRER

IT SEEMS WEVE COME FULL CIRCLE.




C ALL THIS "I" TALK IS
LUNPROFESSIONAL.
THAT’'S WHY WE SAY
THERE IS NO "1I" IN
ARACHNOS. >

(BUT THERE’S ONE
IN "SPIDER,">

CSHUT UP>

. I'/A NOT
-‘. SATISFIED
= WITH THAT,

I WAS INDUCTED
INTO THE MIDNIGHT
SQUAD THE DAY THE
RIKTI INVADED.,

THE RIKTI
ARE STILL
HERE.
THEY'RE
STILL A
THREAT...
]

v

—— ...SO MY JOB
ISNT DONE.

il

I KNOW YOLIR SORT
DOESN'T DO CHARITY
WORK. I CAN PAY IN
POWER BEYOND YOLIR
IMAGINATION....

«.IF YOU CAN
BE TRUSTED.

ROGLIE ISLANDERS CAN FIND ME
AT AEON LINIVERSITY.

=" I/ LOOKING FOR VILLAINS HIGHER THAN
8 THREAT LEVEL 1S TO HELP LIBERATE SOME INTEL
b= FROM OLIR EXTRADIMENSIONAL INVADERS.




T N T N

HEROES CAN FIND MONTAGUE HE’'S ENCOUNTERED SOME THEY NEVER STOPPED TRYING
CASTANELLA IN THE STEEL STRANGE RIKTI ACTIVITY TO NEUTRALIZE THEIR MAGIC
CANYON LNIVERSITY LIBRARY. OF HIS OWN... VULNERABILITY

MONTAGUE CASTANELLA 'q;' t n
AND THEY MAY BE
PCU, STEEL CANYON MAKIN6 PROGRESS

EITHER WAY, ONCE YOU PROVE ONE,A FORMER MIDNIGHTER, DARRIN WADE HAS
YOLIRSELF, YOLI’'LL BE GIVEN THE BEEN TROLLING SHARKHEAD ISLE LOOKING FOR
E‘EESPVVO(ZJRSDE TO THE MIDNIGHT VILLAINS THREAT LEVEL 25 TO 29.

GUARD IT CLOSELY: e I'A NOT NAIEVE
OTHER LESS ENOLIGH TO BELIEVE

TRUSTWORTHY SORTS ] IT'S A COINCIDENCE
SEEK ACCESS AS WELL ;

DARRIN WADE
SHARKHEAD ISLE

=
] o) [
|,- e e |E L e 1 e o L e ek
] mlihe| Midn gt Squad |Evan rew ihey e lave(the
ol R T T : Vartifact they ks upsnimdh s b e renon|bo e authantic




O DEU’/VE(;NTO THEs
RIGII F POWERS.
ONCE INSIDE, YOU'RE FREE TO EXPLORE

THE SECRETS WITHIN...

PERCY WINKLEY
PCU: SALAMANCA

'I':-uh:nlwrnrd 1;*';“““ of the Midnighiar Club: . SEEK OUT PERCY WINKLEY IN CROATOA.
VILLAINS, SEE ASHLEY MCKNIGHT

w

- — 1 3 3

. AND TRAVEL TO A TIME B L MONTAGLIE CASTANELLA IS GIFTED | ‘.'W

ALL BUT FORGOTTEN WITH THE ABILITY TO DETECT b
TEMPORAL SHIFTS. ;

i

)

‘N HE’S DISCOVERED THAT
MENDER SILOS ISN'T THE

You have traveled Back iniame 5o 1he 1 he Raman sra Hers i | a
tha arigina of ol you howe coma to und sntard asharoic ond | l,;ﬁ V?Nl;fy‘l%lgET}-AMsp‘[E'RIIA’z,

wi [l Fs

OLIR NEW RECRUITING

SOMEONE ELSE HAS AN INTEREST IN THIS & INITIATIVE COULON'T HAVE
SMALL ROMAN ISLAND FROM CENTURIES AGO. HAPPENED AT A BETTER TIME.

DR BRAINSTORM'S TAMPERING
HAS MADE FAMILIAR POWERS
MANIFEST IN UNFAMILIAR
WAYS, BRINGING A NEW WAVE
OF HEROES AND VILLAINS TO
DRAW FROM.

e e i ot
oulkave]p 'nnd_!]'_l_:unl!l.on_'.h |b|_:i|.||!|!_l!EJE'f_|‘:_ﬂlrlﬂ1lr|'
100 Cimararanil rasaia '




B
CONTROLLER TANK BLASTER

. PLANT CONTROL - DARK ARMOR PSYCHIC BLAST &
THERMAL RADIATION: "= = DARK MELEE MENTAL MANIPULATION

)

= - -_.-- = L3 irﬂ
-,
e

DEFENDER = cCRAPPER-———
= COLD DOmMmInATION ; FIERY MELEE

& o ICE BLAST FIERY AURA

THIS IS ONLY THE START OF POWERSET PROLIFERATION. IN FUTURE ISSLES, EXPECT MORE
EXISTING POWERSETS TO BECOME AVAILABLE TO MORE ARCHETYPES.

BRUTE

o o]
- / (WARIMACE|

N SUPERIRERLEXES

DOMINATOR STALKER

EARTH CONTROL ELECTRIC MELEE
ELECTRICAL MANIPULATION ELECTRIC ARMOR




PLAYERS WITH AT LEAST
ONE THREAT LEVEL S5O
VILLAIN GAIN ACCESS TO
TWO NEW VILLAIN EPIC
ARCHETYPES: ARACHNOS
SOLDIER AND ARACHNOS
WIDOW.

TAKE THE INSIDER’'S PATH

THROLIGH ARACHNOGS.
THESE EPIC ARCHETYPES, LIKE THEIR HEROSIDE

KHELDIAN COLINTERPARTS, HAVE THEIR OWN LJNIOLIE AANIDESSI'OGK

STORY ELEMENTS, STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, AN
CLUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS.

WAY TO BREAK THE 4TH WALL
THERE, MONTY. TRY TO STAY
IN CHARACTER, PLEASE.

I'M TRYING TO LEARN THE VILLAINOUS
AVOID A BOYCOTT ORGANIZATION'S INNER
FROM VIRTLUE WORKINGS.

SERVER THIS TIME,

RISE ABOVE THE RANK AND FILE AND #
SEIZE YOLIR OWN DESTINY.

THESE VILLAIN
ARCHETYPES
HAVE AN
EXCLUSIVE
ARACHNOS
LINIFORM
COSTUME SLOT,

THEY EARN
THEIR FIRST
"CIVILIAN"
COSTUME SLOT
AT LEVEL 10




wipow reRAMNING

POISON DART

DART BUAST

FOLLOW e

conFRONT

MIGHT WIDowWw reamninG

MENTAL #LAST

SUILD UP

SMOME GRENADE

EUVISCERATE

ESYCHIC SCAEAM

FORTUNATA TRAINING

MENTAL GLAST

TELEHINETIC BLAST

SUBDUE

PSYCHIC SCAFAM

DominATE

PsloNIC TORNADD

SCARAMELE THOUCHTS

TOTAL DOMINATION

PEYCHIC WalL

TEAMWODA K

COMBAT TRAINING: DEFENEIVE

COMBAT TRAIANE, OFEEAEILE

TACTICAL TRAIAL,: MansuvrEng

IMoomMITAGLE LWILL

TACTICAL TRAIAINE: ASSAULT

TACTICAL TRAAMING: LEADFATHIP

FORESICHT

wroow TeEaAMWoARH

=

MASK PRESENCE

mENTAL TRAINING

mine LInkK

PLACATE

TALCTICAL TRAMNING: CENEEANCE

FORTUMATA TEAMWORA X

-

MASK PRESENCE

minD LINK

CONFUSE

TALTICAL TAAINAEL, IS TANCE

AURA OF CONFUSION

A/ACHNDS SDLDIER

SINCLE SHOT

SUMIMmEL

LWIDE AREA LEB GRENMADE

HEAUY BURET

#AVONET

UVENDOM GRENADE

FRAC GRENADE

chag SPIDER SOLDIER

CHANMELCLNY

SLICE

LONGFANG

EUPPRESEION

ARIT LASH

UvENDOM CRENADE

FRAC CRENADE

FRENTY

oOMEGA MANEUVER

8ANE SPIDER SOLDIER

HARH

MACE @ERM

MACE #EAM BLAET

auILD UP

MACE #FAM VOLLEW

PULVERIZE

pOIsSONOUS RAY

EHATTER

PLACATE

CROWD CONTROL

raRAalninG AnD CADGETS

WOLE SPIDER ARMOA

COM@BAT TARNIALC DEFENSIUE

CQMEBAT TRRNING: OFFENEIVE

FACTICAL TAAIAIAL, MANIUVERE

FACTICAL TRAINING: ASSAULT

FACTICAL THAIRIAE LIABTETHIE

MENTAL TRAINING

CALL REINFORCEMENTS

cRABR SPIDER TRAININEG

CaAa@ sPIDER FRAMOR UPLRAEDE

FOARTIFICATION

summon SPIDERLINGS

BANE SPIDERA TRAINING

BANE ESPOER AAMOA UAEAADE

CLOAKING DEVICE

SUAUVEILLANCE

LES Cocoon

AND AT LEVEL 24,
THEY CAN CHOOSE
TO SPECIALIZE INTO
NIGHT WIDOWS,
FORTLINATAS, CRAR
SPIDERS OR BANE
SPIDERS




THAT'S ALL FINE, BUT I'M A
HERO. WHY IS MONTY
TELLING ME ALL THIS?

CIMERORA IS A
COOPERATIVE ZONE.
VILLAIN EPIC
ARCHETYPES ARE NEW.

GUESS WHAT ALL
THE VILLAINS ARE
PLAYING?

HERE COME YOUR
TASK FORCE
TEAMMATES NOW.,

GOT YER BACK.




THEY'VE SET UP AN EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER AND NEED
CIMERORA IS AN ANCIENT ISLAND YOU TO HELP UNRAVEL THE MYSTERIES OF THE ISLE
OFF THE ITALIAN PENINSLLA.

g T T e e e et
WIONIGHT CLUBHOLISE'S OWN
. ”
WHO IS TAMPERING
ﬁﬁSEFCLTA(/)MFE.T HE PILLAR OF IcE WITH TIME HERE?

LEARN THE STORY OF CIMEQOQA—')

Jf el

mchus UALERIUS

TEST YOLIQ METT LE AGAINST
THE SEASONED LEGIONARII
IN REPEATABLE MISSIONS.,

ENGAGE IN A TASK FORCE TO L I REALLY CAN'T
TAKE ON THE FORCES AT PLAY - SPOIL THE
ON THIS ISLAND. | | SLIRPRISE HERE

BUT I WILL TELL
YOU THAT NOT A
SINGLE CONTACT
OR VILLAIN IS AN
ANAGRAM FOR
"LORD NEMESIS"




CIMERORA ISN'T THE ONLY NEW LOOK IN ISSUE 12, AFTER HUNDREDS OF HEROES HAVE FOUGHT TO
RECOVER THE HOLLOWS, WE'RE STARTING TO SEE HEADWAY IN THAT LEVEL 5-1S HAZARD ZONE.

IN MANY NEIGHBORHOODS, THE o
VILLAIN GANGS HAVE DIMINISHED IN
SIZE, NOW RESEMBLING SIZES FOLIND ;

IN THE SAFER CITY AREAS.

EMERGENCY TRIAGE FORESHADOW NOW PROVIDES ALONG WITH IN-ZONE
STATIONS NOW PROVIDE TRAINING NEAR THE ATLAS PARK FIELD TRAINERS
IN-ZONE MEDICAL SUPPORT ENTRANCE

&

CONTACTS NOW FOCUSING ON ACTIVITIES HAPPENING WITHIN THEIR OWN NEIGHBORHOODS AND
A NEW CONTACT, MEG MASON, PROVIDES ZONEWIDE OVERSIGHT WITH REPEAT ABLE MISSIONS.

]

MEG MASON




WHEN IN ROME, DRESS AS THE ROMANS DO...

— |

<o BUT ONLY AFTER COMPLETING
THE IMPERIUS TASK FORCE.

- poop3z, 'z
NO, I'M | M ¢par7acus
sPARTICUS! | E M

W el
ISAIDI'M
SPAARTICUS/

-
IInH‘I;l - e

‘_f'.r

SPART AcUS/

§ e
&3

THE TASK FORCE UNLOCKS CIMERORA-THEMED
COSTUMES AND WEAPONS

... IWAS
SPARTACUS

WRONG MOVIE...
AND ERA... AND
CULTURE...

. SAYS THE
GUYy IN THE
BLUE TIGHTS




LINTIL WE GET TO CIMERORA, THE
FASHION-CONSCIOUS CAN FIND FRESH
COSTUME PATTERNS AT THEIR FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORHOOD ICON OR FACEMAKER

i

VANDAL

M

AND DON'T FORGET TO
ACCESSORIZE! WE ALSO
HAVE UNLOCK ABLE ROMAN,
RULARUU, AND TALSORIAN
CUSTOM WEAPON SETS!




41" MINUTESILCATER®

I’M" . I'M
NOT DEAD!

YEAH., TOLD
YA WE HAD
YOLIR BACK.

BUT NEXT TIME...

...OR 1,700 YEARS, 3'MONTHS, 2 ... SERTOUSLY .. BUCK.

... WELL, 50U KNOW THE JOKE ALREADY...

NOW THAT WEVE
FINISHED THE
TASK FORCE

DON'T TELL ’ I'tL JUST LET'S GET IN
HER THAT. PRETEND I SOMETHING LESS
i [[f] DIDN'T HEAR CONSPICUOUS
b 4] HOW AM I EVER GOING TO | THAT. AND GET SOME
f‘ GET TO USE VENGEANCE IF ! RIR WITH THE
NOBODY DIES? LOCALS

GIMME ONE cOOD
REASON TO GO INTO THAT
TOWN WEARING AN
OVERGLORIFIED SKIRT,

YOU'RE A MALE
WIDOW. HOW MUCH
MORE DAMAGE CAN
A SKIRT DO TO
YOUR MASCULINITY?

GO0p 0P,
YOLI'RE A
WOMAN.,

DON'T CALL IT
A SKIRT. CALL
IT CIMERORAN

THAT'S GOOD CAMOLIFLAGE.

ENOUGH FOR ME.

THE EXTRA

ARMS? - -
I... CANT PRETEND I
d DIDN'T HEAR THAT,

THOUGH I
REALLY WANT TO.




e

Thunder Kick as used by level 50
Serapper

Show PoiP Effects

MARTIAL ARTS
Ry r=Yr=Yr=yr=yr~=y
SIS
WELL, THERE'S ONE MORE ~ [=rmuss
PART OF ISSUE 12 THAT

CHASE JUST CAN'T COVER

e T
WITHOUIT BREAKING THE S-S
4TH WALL:

PLENTY OF LUSER [l

Average Damage
Damage Per Activation
Time

Damage Per Cast Cycle
Activation Time:

1.07s

INTERFACE CUID
ENHANCEMENTS

-

ERATTEIHTCHM . " "
R IR TRt Rl R S
STEETE

ORI GIARE

P g Ay Sy Sy iy
B g — g W e

Recharge Time

Endurance Cost:

Accuracy:

Power Type:
Target Type:
Power Range
Effesct Arada:
Attack Types

2.18: (2.004]
2.67 [4.37)
1.49% [1.05%)

Click

Enemies

5.00 it

Single Target
meles, smashing

smashing damage on target

10.00% chance for 2.00 magnitude stun for
7.155(7.155) on target

5.00% chance for
daomage on target
Only against nions and vnderlings

5] smashing

WE HAVE MORE ACCESS TO THE STATS OF ALL OUR POWERS THROUGH
PARTII OF THE "REAL NUMBERS" EFFORT,

WE HAVE AN ENHANCED CHAT THAT NOW LETS LIS DRAG-AND-DROP
INFORMATION BETWEEN PLAYERS

sam Friend: Super Email Tab 1 Z 3 4

#lohal

Combat Halp
al o = A STCOnmm

ed channal Training Room

ed chonnel "Wedding
ilid Cammand Claarbpam
channel Wedding'

Char

wadiaaer Brawler Y

al|5hlznr.|n|lu W ord |Dn|nu|1 Eage 53|

@ DRAGON RAGE
A%~ 1| Enhances Damage
» x

b

The Dragon strikes with monstrous ferocity. Using this
technique, one of your abilities con deal mare
damage than normal Increases damage by 38.3%

" PLUS EXTRA ADJLUST ABLE

S —

Coftumae Sets

-

TOOLBARS.,

,

e ———————

[T

Head
S

Nl

" e

AND GIVE SINGLE-CLICK ACCESS TO
COMMON TOOLS

Invalid Command ClearSpam
Left channel Wedding'

Chak
||.¢;q|| thandera Ward: [Drasen Rass. 53]
Send Shandora 'Ward Message
Invite to Team
Gt Global Nome

Add Friend
Add MNhte

Ignore Shandora Ward

Ignore Shandora Ward as Spammer

i AN IMPROVED CHARACTER

CREATOR SCREEN TO HELP YOU

SORT THROLIGH THE MILLIONS OF
COSTUME OPTIONS AT YOUR

DISPOSAL.




Uallis

Amira

o EVEN THE CHARACTER
Amirah SELECTION SCREEN
HAS BEEN ENHANCED

Shandora Ward TO MAKE ROOM FOR
st 85 Mane g ALL THE NEW HEROES
ChasatAteariom AND VILLAINS ABOUT
: TO BE CREATED, WE
. HAVE ADDITIONAL
Char Cool CHARACTER SLOTS

Daere
Liktanerasche

Sli.‘(".(:‘."t."]-"1

ALL CLURRENT SLIBSCRIBERS

WILL RECEIVE TWO CHARACTER
: SLOTS TO ADD TO THE SERVER
Itsy Bitsy OF HIS OR HER CHOICE

PLLS ONE ADDITIONAL SLOT
FOR EVERY 12 MONTHS THAT A
SLIBSCRIPTION IS ACTIVE.

Pyralis

Shandora Ward

[y

By Sacwat Tramder EBuy Eenase Tehen

ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL CHARACTER SLOTS CAN FINALLY ., NOTICE THE "DAYS
BE BOUGHT.. FOR A MAXIMUM OF 36 CHARACTERS OFFLINE" INFO? NO MORE
PER SERVER. LOSING YOUR BLACK MARKET
GOO0DS FOR STAYING OFFLINE
i i TOO LONG.

Daere MAYBE CHARACTERS CAN
T e R EVEN GUILT TRIP THEIR
ALT-AHOLIC PLAYERS INTO
8 BRINING LS ONLINE MORE
Lihtancrasche OFTEN.

SCEE I

Pyralis

Itsy Bitsy

THE ONLY TIME I EVER

SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY
— IS WHEN CHASE STARTS
T 2 ANOTHER COMIC BOOK

WHICH, I'A TOLD...
IVE GOT TO WRAP LIP.

SEE YA NEXT ISSUE/!

T ———
Check Mame

WHICH YOU CAN DRAG-AND-DROP INTO WHATEVER
ORDER YOU WANT FOR EASY CHARACTER
MANAGEMENT .




