This
is my life,
Hernando!

If
they’re so evil,
why hasn’t some “hero”
like you arrested them?
Huh?
But I guess you’re the expert
in the family about
breaking the

Sally,
Crey
Industries is
an evil company.
Everybody knows
that.

You
can’t go
work for
them! You’ll be
doing something
illegal and…
and…well evil
before you
know it!

/

/

“Mr. Under House
Arrest for breaking
out of jail!”

But I guess
you’re the expert
in the family about
breaking the
law…
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That
sounded
like it went
well.

I’m
going to
work!

Why don’t
you go get
her?
It
wasn’t
jail, it was
Jury Duty!

Harde-har-har.
Very funny.

Oh
right! The
house arrest
bracelet. Teleports
you right back to
jail, huh?

Only three
more days…
Hey, why’re
you in your
costume?

I
hate this
thing.

Horus and I are
going to go patrol.
Crime doesn’t stop just
because you can’t come
out and play.

Yeah,
yeah, rub it
in.

Sighhh...
Still an
hour ‘till
Spongebob’s
on.

-knock}
{K n o c kCan
I
come in?

Who
is it?

Who is
it?
How many
women just come
barging into
your apartment
like me?

Oh! Hi War Witch. Sorry,
I was engrossed in this
file I stole from the
Malta Group.

Hey! That’s you. What

You stole a file
from the Malta Group
base? How come you
never told us?

does it say about

I
wanted to see
if there was anything
important on it.

you? A lot my whole
history before and
after

the
war.
What makes

like this.

Because, apparently,
the 5th Column is
interested in me. Very
interested.

What? Why?

I’m on a list
of twelve heroes the
5th Column has marked as
“Probable Hosts” Whatever
that means.

That
doesn’t sound
good. We need to find
out what’s going on
here.

I
was thinking
the same thing. And
I know just who
can help us.

You don’t
mean…

Kayla. She’s our best
contact for anything
5th Column.

Ohhhh
man. I already hate
this plan and we haven’t
even been ambushed in an
alleyway yet.

Well, it’s
early. There’s
still plenty
of time.

Crey Industries
International
Headquarters

Ms.
Barrera?
Welcome to Crey
Industries.

Oh,
thank you
very much.
Please, call
me Sally.

Your qualifications jumped
off the page when we read
them. I’m sure you’ll be a
tremendous asset to
our Public Relations
department.

Sally it is. Are you excited
to start your first day at
the world’s greatest
corporation?

I
sure am! I’ve
been really looking
forward to this. Thanks
again soooo much for
hiring me.

And
don’t mention this
to your new co-workers,
but the Countess herself
actually directed us to
hire you once she read
your resume.

The
Countess
Crey actually hired
me herself? Wow…I’m
very flattered.
That’s just…

Wow.

The Countess always
reviews any promising
applications for
important jobs.
She’s an incredibly
shrewd judge of
character.

You
guys have a lot
of security,
huh?

In this city
you can’t be too
careful, as I’m sure
you know.

Plus, we get a
lot of threats,
even some from
rogue “heroes”
who think we’re
up to no
good.

Now just
step on through
the security scanners
and we can begin your
orientation.

Yeah, um, I’ve heard something about
that. You’re not very popular with the
spandex and capes set,
are you?

It’s
“We”, Sally.
Remember, you’re
part of the Crey
Industries Team
now.

We’ve gotten very unfair
treatment in the press, especially
the Web-based “reporters” who have no
editorial oversight. Scurrilous
rumormongering and lies, I
assure you.

We
image.
certainly
hope so.

What are
we doing
here?

Is it
safe? That
needle
looks

Just a small security measure.
All Crey Employees receive RDF
tracking implants that monitor
their every movement while
they’re in the building.

Don’t worry
Sally, it’s totally
safe, just like
all of Crey’s

Now, let’s
start the tour,
shall we?

I
I guess
guess
it’ll
it’ll
be
my job
be my job
to
toundo
undosome
someof
of
that
that bad
bad
image.

Atlas Park

Welly,
welly, welly,
what have we
here?

Horus! FruitStripe! How the Hell
are you two?

Just kidding, girl. Gimme a
hug! You know I looooove
your hair. Who am I to
talk, right?

You
ready to kick
some fascist tail
with me and my new
pals here?

I just met these guys a
couple of hours ago, but
they seem cool. Plus they
hate the 5th Column, so
they got that going for
‘em. Anyway, I asked
‘em along to help
out.

Good
to see
you again,
Kayla.
Thanks for
meeting
us.

“This Captain Planet
lookin’ fella is
Payback”
Hi,
Fruit
Witch.

Anytime, big
guy. You know
I’m your gal.
It’s
War Witch. I
don’t even know
where you got
“Fruit-Stripe”

“And this tall, sexy
bucket of water is Lady
Flame.”
No, dummy…she’s
the STRIPED WITCH.

Greetings, I
look forward to
working with you.

Kayla, I was kind
of hoping to keep this
more, you know,

Why’s
that?

quiet.

Don’t
worry your
little noggin H., these
guys may just be muscle,
but they’ll keep their
mouths shut.

I have
a personal stake
in this one, know what I
mean?

Ok,
ok, I trust
you.

{clonk}
{clonk}

Besides, did you NOT
see the blonde? Rrrowr!
Now, what’s the big secret?
Tell auntie Kayla everything.

That’s an
interesting friend
you have there.

You mean
Horus? He’s our
knight in shining
armor…

Oh, yeah, Kayla’s a
handful all right, as
I’m sure we’re all
about to find out.

We’ve
seen her in
a fight already
- she’s very, well,
enthusiastic.

I
believe he
was referring
to Kayla.

Indeed.

She’s calling a contact of
hers who she thinks might
have a lead for us.

Kayla was fuzzy on
the details - what
exactly are we
trying to do

It’s
Simple.

We’re going to
find a 5th Column
base, break in, hack
their computer system
and steal their most
secret files.

No matter
how many heads
we have to break
along the way.

You’ll
be working
here, in the PR
department. You’ll be
specializing in super
powered hero
relations

Really? That’s
great! I’d heard it
was hard to get into
that department.

Well,
we recognize talent,
and reward it when we
find it.
Now,
we’re moving on
to the Crisis Response
division of our legal
department.
Crisis
Response?

Yes,
Crey receives
hundreds of false
accusations and legal
threats every day. Here we
gather information that
can help us prove our
innocence in a court
of law.

Impressive.
it’s surprising how
many people are
falsely accused
these days.

Yes, it is
isn’t it?

This is a perfect example the neighborhood called “Crey’s
Folly” by some - simply ridiculous.
We were never shown to be legally
responsible for mistakes that
were made there.

Um, ok.

Crey is one of the most
environmentally conscious
corporations in the world.
We always follow
restrictions to the
letter

A
perfect
example of the Press
blowing things out of
proportion and getting
the story all
wrong.

What about
that case I was
reading about
today in the
paper?

“There was a mistake in
the shipping department
and some chemicals
ended up getting shipped
to the wrong address.”

“There was a slight
misunderstanding with
a hero who had no
business being there in
the first place.”

“Fortunately, only
a small amount of
chemicals escaped into
the environment, and we
quickly cleaned it up.”

“In the ensuing
confrontation,
the hero’s actions
destabilized the
situation.”

Oh, well, that’s very different
from what was in the papers. How
could they get it so wrong?

They
have a very prohero agenda. Hopefully,
you’ll be able to help us
change that.

Anyway, I’m
about to take
you into our
Depositions

How
could I change
that? Would you
prefer an anti-hero
agenda?

No, not
necessarily - although
your proposal, Ms. Barera,
shows promise. We’d prefer a
“Pro-Crey agenda.”

A
lot of
security
for taking
depositions
isn’t it?

Well, we have a
special technique.
You’ll see what I mean
in a moment.

This
is all for taking
depositions?
Wow…
Polygraphs are
ancient history. This
equipment is the most advanced
mental process monitoring
system in the world.
They’re lie
detectors?

Not just
lie detectorsthey’re also mental
enhancers. They give a person
perfect recall of events, even if
they happened years ago. They
ensure we always get the
answers we need.

Is this
legal?

Let’s
just say it’s in a “gray zone”
right now, but we’re lobbying hard to have it
admissible in court. At the very least, it lets us find
out what we need to. And there are things we need to know.

O m igo sh ...

I’m…I’m happy
to tell you
whatever
you want to
know, but I
swear I wasn’t
involved.

Power up
to level
2.

There’s no permanent
damage. He’ll be fine. And
in the end, he’ll have
been happy to help
us out.

If
you say
so…

Now, take
a minute to
gather yourself.
Breathe deep.
Ready?

Ready for
what?

Why, for
your personal
interview with the
Countess Crey,
of course.

OK,
there’re some fascists.
My contact said if we rough these
jerks up, they should tell us what
we need to know.
You like
jumping down
on bad guys from
roofs, don’t
you?

Don’t you?

‘Kay kids, here’s the play. We
jump down, stomp the hate out
of ‘em and show them who’s
boss. Hot Stuff, you stay
close to me.

Yeah.
I really
do..

Yeah,
that too.
Ok, let’s do
it!

Join us!

um...sir?

The Future
belongs to the

5th column

And
save one for
questions.

in the
Flames of
Justice!

Yeah! Burn
in the flames
of Payback!

It’s

Payback
Time!

Nice
shot, hot
stuff!

Or
something…

Sorry ‘bout that, H. I know
you wanted to chin wag
with them. Maybe if I slap
one across the face
he’ll wake up.

Well, at least they’re
still alive, if not
conscious.

I
don’t think
that works if
they’re already
unconscious.

Only one
way to
find

Perhaps
a more subtle
approach would be
appropriate?

I
could burn
one a little.

I didn’t
think you could be
subtle in that web of dental
floss you call a costume.

Oh

Crap on
toast...

They’re coming back
around for another
pass!

The lead
one’s mine!

I’ll
hold off
the other
two.

After I hit the
first one...

I’ll
start blasting
away.

Oh my God,
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I’m
ok. It’s just, you
know, exciting. Not every
day that you meet one of the
wealthiest women in the
world.

Don’t
worry. You’ll
do fine, just
be yourself.

Uh…
hello.

Miss,
if you’ll
just step
over here for
a moment
please.

Hello…
Um…
She’s
clean.

I’m Sally
Barrera.

I’ve, uh, been very
impressed with your
facilities.
Everything…
um…everything Mr.
Tyler’s shown me has
been very, um…
impressive.

Excuse me?
I’m not sure…
What’s the
worst thing you’ve
ever heard someone
say about me?

I’m
not sure I
know what you
mean.

You’re
new, so I’ll
make a one time
exception and ask a
question a second
time.

What is the
worst thing you’ve
ever heard anyone
say about me?

Well, to be honest, I’ve
heard a lot of negative
things about Crey
Industries since I took
this job.
But the worst
has to be that you steal
the bodies of fallen
heroes and use them in
your labs.

And
how would you,
as my Public Relations
representative, counter
such claims?

I’d point out the lack of proof for
any of these ridiculous stories and then
emphasize that Crey Industries has
supported Paragon City since the
company relocated here...
and
that our medical
technologies save
millions of lives every year.
And that Crey is a liscened
recipient of Donor Organ
tissues for transplants
and research.

Not bad.

Now. I have
something else I
want to discuss
with you.

I’m
sure you’ve
heard of our
Heroes for Tomorrow
program.

Yes, of
course.

We provide equipment and
training for heroes, along
with uniforms that ensure
their anonymity. This is a
non-profit service by Crey,
aimed solely at making
the city safer.

Unfortunately,
there have been some
jealous “heroes” who
insist on spreading
lies.

There’ve been false
reports of our heroes
needlessly attacking
other, so-called
heroes.

In fact, our heroes are held to
the highest ethical standards.
They are utterly above reproach.

These allegations have
no basis in fact.

I’d
like you to head
our new public relations
campaign to promote our
corporate heroes over the
freelance variety.

Really?
That’s um, quite
an honor.

Now, according to our
research, your brother
is a vigilante who
operates under the
name “Apex.”

Yes, that’s my brother.
But, you know that jury
thing - he was just doing
what he thought best. It
was all kind of a
misunderstanding.

So your family isn’t unfamiliar
with the damage rumor and
innuendo can do to an innocent
person’s - or company’s reputation.

And
he recently
had some legal
trouble involving
a stint of jury
duty.

Yes,
I…uh…see
what you
mean.

I’m glad that you do.
I’m sure you won’t let
your brother’s “hobby”
interfere with your work
with our own Heroes
of Tomorrow.

I’ll
be a model
employee, I
promise you.

Excellent.

No, No, of course not.
To be honest, he and I
don’t really…
well…
Let’s just
say, I think your
way sounds much
better than
his.

I’m
glad to hear
it. Welcome
aboard.

And rest
assured, I’ll hold
you to that
promise.

What
happened to
Horus?

I’m
not sure - there was
a huge explosion!
I didn’t see him
come out of it.

We’re
getting out
butts kicked,
aren’t we?

Like we
got “Kick Me”
signs on our
backs.

I
think they
knew we were
coming. We need
a plan, fast.

If they’d hold
still I could
grab one…
Is that
Horus?

How…how
did you do
that?

I…don’t…know…

I need to go
home…rest.

holy cow!

It’s a
long story. How
was your first day
of work?

What
happened!?!?

Um…
weird.
It’s a long
story.

Things
got ugly out
there.

man, I

hate this
thing!

And, um,
I think I’m a
super villain
now.

Join us next month
for more magnificent
mayhem!

